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Middletown music education program recognized nationally for third-straight year  
District is one of 4% of school districts in nation to receive 2016-17 distinction 

 
 

Middletown, New York – April 6, 2017 – The Middletown school district music program has 
been honored with the Best Communities for Music Education designation from The National 
Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music 
education. The marks the third straight year Middletown has received this distinction. 
Middletown is one of just four percent of districts across the nation receiving the prestigious 
award in 2017.  
 
The Best Communities Music Education designation is awarded to districts that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and education to all students. To 
qualify for the Best Communities designation, Middletown answered detailed questions about 
funding, graduation requirements, music class participation, instruction time, facilities, support 
for the music program, and community music-making programs. Responses were verified with 
school officials and reviewed by The Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas. 
 
“One very important gauge of the quality of a school system is the extent to which it supports 
and celebrates the arts,” said Antoinette DePasquale, K-12 District Music Coordinator. “This 
award speaks to and reinforces our strong commitment to the fine arts.  
 
“Thanks to the support of our Superintendent (Dr. Kenneth W. Eastwood), Board of Education 
and the Middletown community, we are privileged to offer a broad and dynamic music program 
that impacts the lives of thousands of students each year. This award is a tremendous honor, 
as well as a testament to both the skills of our students, and the quality of our music 
educators.” 
 
This award recognizes that Middletown is leading the way with music learning opportunities as 
outlined in the new federal education legislation, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The 
legislation, signed into law in December 2015, and awaiting state implementation designates 
music and the arts as important elements of well-rounded education for all children. 
 
As Middletown finalizes its 2017-2018 budget, The NAMM Foundation’s Best Communities for 
Music Education Award and the state level implementation of the federal ESSA law bring 
attention to the importance of keeping music education part of curriculum offerings and 



available to all students. It also highlights music’s vital role in students’ overall success in 
school and the personal benefits of making music.  
 
 “As we foster appreciation for music in our students,” said DePasquale, “we also enrich the 
lives of those in the community with our programs and performances.” 
 
Research into music education continues to demonstrate educational/cognitive and social skill 
benefits for children who make music. In a series of landmark studies by scientists and 
researchers at Northwestern University a link was found between students in community 
music programs and life-long academic success, including higher high school graduation rates 
and college attendance. In another study from the University it was discovered that the 
benefits of early exposure to music education improves how the brain processes and 
assimilates sounds, a trait that lasts well into adulthood.  
 
Middletown begins its spring concert season on May 15, with a Maple Hill/William A. Carter 
combined bands concert at Twin Towers Middle School. The annual Middletown Arts 
Celebration, which features student musicians, will be held May 12 at Middletown High School. 
 

 
 
 
 


