
 

December 9, 2019 
 
Dear Middletown City School District Families, 

On late Monday morning, it was brought to our attention a serious threat against Monhagen Middle 
School was made on an online platform by an unknown user.  In response, and with an abundance of 
caution, we immediately contacted law enforcement to investigate the threat and went into a 
school-wide lockdown.  
  
The situation continues to be investigated by school authorities and law enforcement. Threats against 
schools are treated very seriously, and if a student is found to have made a threat they would face 
consequences through our school’s Code of Conduct, as well as potential legal consequences. 
  
Please know the safety of our students and staff is our primary concern and any threats of violence, 
even if deemed not credible, are taken very seriously. At no time today, was there any immediate 
danger to any member of our school community. As a precautionary measure and to reassure students 
and staff Maple Hill Elementary School was put in a lockout status.  A lockout prevents any exit or 
entrance into the facility.  While in the lockout Maple Hill operated normally inside the facility 
during the investigation.   
  
In addition to the lockout at Maple Hill and Monhagen’s lockdown, there was an increased police 
presence at both schools during dismissal.  Every student backpack at Monhagen was checked and 
the school was checked by security. Monhagen students all received lunch once the lockdown was 
lifted. We are grateful for the cooperation and assistance of the Town of Wallkill Police Department, 
our staff, and our students.  
 
The information below highlights our general safety and security procedures, as well as resources on 
ways to address discussing trauma and tragedies with children. The District is available to support 
families through our school counselors, psychologists, and other professional staff.  
General Safety and Security 

● The District maintains a variety of active security measures at all times, including School 
Resource Officers (SRO), locked exterior doors, mandatory check-in procedures at school 
entrances, video surveillance, alarms and campus security personnel. 

● A comprehensive emergency operations plan guides our response to emergency situations at 
the District and school level. Staff are trained to implement emergency procedures and 
participate in practice drills throughout the year. Students receive training as well, including 
participation lockdown drills during the year. 

● The District and local law enforcement have a very strong partnership. Law enforcement 
personnel regularly participate in the review of our security and emergency procedures. Our 
emergency operations plan is reviewed annually.    
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We are cognizant of your concerns and continue to take steps to insure the safety of students and 
staff. Please know, you will notice an increased police presence on school campus throughout the 
week. We appreciate your willingness to continually trust us with your child. We make every effort to 
provide them with a safe and caring environment while at school.  Thank you for your continued 
support and cooperation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Richard M. Del Moro  
Superintendent of Schools 
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