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 division overall

CLASS AA

Division I
Monroe-Woodbury  1-0  3-0
Newburgh  1-0  2-1
Kingston  0-0  0-3
Middletown  0-1  2-1
Pine Bush  0-1  0-3
Division II
Valley Central  1-0  2-1
Warwick  1-0  2-1
Minisink Valley  0-0  3-0
Roosevelt  0-1  0-3
Washingtonville  0-1  2-1

CLASS A

Division I
Cornwall  0-0  2-1
Goshen  0-0  2-1
Poughkeepsie  0-0  1-2
Wallkill  0-0  1-2
Division II
Monticello  0-0  0-3
New Paltz  0-0  1-2
Port Jervis  0-0  2-1
Saugerties  0-0  2-1

CLASS B
Division I
Marlboro  1-0  3-0
Red Hook  1-0  1-2
Rondout Valley  0-0  2-1
Highland  0-1  1-2
Spackenkill  0-1  2-1
Division II
Burke  1-0  1-2
Pine Plains  1-0  3-0
O’Neill  0-0  2-1
Dover  0-1  0-3
Ellenville  0-1  0-3

CLASS C

Chester  2-0  3-0
Liberty  2-0  3-0
Millbrook  1-1  2-1
Sullivan West  1-1  1-2
Tri-Valley  0-1  1-2
Fallsburg  0-2  0-3

CLASS D

Roscoe  1-0  1-2
Eldred  0-1  0-3

Section 9 
football standings

By Josh Bakan
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MIDDLETOWN — Look closely 
for technology that could change 
football’s future when Middletown 
players open their mouths during 
games.

The team wore electronic mouth 
guards designed to track force on 
the skull last Friday against New-
burgh. The i1 Biometrics Vector 
MouthGuards could significantly 
change how coaches and trainers 
evaluate concussion symptoms.

The  mouthpieces work with 
software that instantly displays 
how hard a player’s skull was hit 
and where it got hit. The program 
individualizes thresholds for play-
ers. The highest threshold is 90 g.

Most of the research behind the 
technology suggests that impact 
of 90 g and higher causes many 
concussions, said Jesse D. Harper, 
president of Seattle-startup i1 Bio-
metrics. Three to five years later, 
the data could reveal more about 
athlete trauma, such as skull impact 
on smaller hits, Harper said.

Several Middletown students, 
mostly from the school’s sports 
medicine club, track these num-
bers for each player. Sometimes 
Middletown athletic trainer Craig 
Olejniczak can’t see every hit 
because he’s busy treating a player. 
Other times, a hit’s impact is not 
evident. Those students can alert 
Olejniczak with any alarming ret-
roactive update.

“The more data you have at your 
disposal, that’s going to help me 
determine on the sideline, ‘Are they 
OK to return to play?’” Olejniczak 
said. “That will tell me to at least sit 
them and move on with concussion 

protocol from there.”
The technology arrived in Mid-

dletown earlier this month. Players 
sometimes used the mouthpieces 
in practice. Ten players wore the 
mouthpieces on Sept. 11 against 
Roosevelt. Against Newburgh was 
the first time every Middies player 
wore one in a game.

Several major college football 
programs use the mouthpieces, 
including South Carolina, LSU, 
Texas A&M, Texas and Kansas. i1 
Biometrics also conducts research 
with Purdue, Temple and Wake 
Forest.

Middletown is the first northeast 
high school to purchase the mouth-
pieces. Some other high schools 
use the Vector MouthGuard, such 
as Mount Zion (Ill.) and Mallard 
Creek (N.C.), which ranked 31st 
in USA Today’s year-end national 
high school football rankings.

Cost might be the biggest factor 
prohibiting other schools from 
using Vector MouthGuards. Each 
mouthpiece costs $199, which 
means a five-digit purchase for 
some high schools. Some schools 
push the product through booster 
programs, Harper said.

Middletown’s athletic program 
covers the cost. The football team 
became the nation’s first high school 
to test the mouth guards in 2013.

Olejniczak originally read about 
the technology in an article four 
years ago, around when football 
concussion discussions ballooned 
nationally. He sent an email to 
Harper requesting i1 Biometrics test 
its product on Middletown athletes.

The mouthpiece fits much better 
now. The censor is baked into the 
plastic, eliminating the metal along 
the side. Liquid got into the 2013 

models and shorted the boards. 
i0 Biometrics also increased the 
mouthpieces’ durability and gave 
them individual charging cases, for 
cleanliness, instead of a bulk case.

Senior wideout/free safety Dan 
Grant liked how the mouthpieces 
fit. They didn’t interfere with team-
mates’ on-field communication.

“It just sticks into your upper 
teeth, so you can talk normally and 
everything,” Grant said. “You have a 
little lisp, but it’s not really bothering 
you like every other mouthpiece.”

Head coach Bill Donohue suf-
fered a few concussions when he 
played football. He believes the 
data that Vector MouthGuards 
compile could help make the game 
safer, which would curb diminish-
ing youth participation.

“If we don’t address this and have 
an answer as coaches in the game 
of football, we’re going to continue 
losing until our sport becomes 
defunct,” Donohue said.
—jbakan@th-record.comTwit-
ter: @JoshBakan845

Guarding against concussions
Middletown using electronic mouth guard 
that could change football’s future

Class AA-A
1. Newburgh: The Goldbacks already 
were the team to beat in Section 
9 Class AA. Last Friday’s 41-9 win 
over Middletown made another 
statement.
2. Monroe-Woodbury: Beating Pine 
Bush 28-14 might have been a little 
too close for the Crusaders’ comfort. 
But Monroe-Woodbury still played at 
an elite level with a 21-0 start.

3. Cornwall: The Green Dragons 
rushed for 237 yards in Saturday’s 
55-0 win over Monticello. Cornwall 
didn’t run as much or as successfully 
in several of last year’s blowouts.
4. Minisink Valley: Another week, 
another team only scoring six 
points against the Warriors. And 
their offense can control the pace 
with a running game led by Hunter 
Slettene.

5. Middletown: The Middies round 
out a top fi ve that remains the same 
as last week. Middletown lacked 
a backup plan when Newburgh 
stuffed Jordan Bryan up the middle. 
But Middletown’s approach to feed 
Bryan the ball will work against 
almost all Section 9 teams.
Class B-D
1. Marlboro: The Iron Dukes handily 
defeated arguably their toughest 

division competition in a 42-14 win 
over Spackenkill. It’s looking more 
and more like Marlboro will coast to 
the Section 9 Class B title.
2. Chester: Chris Battiato had Sec-
tion 9’s best performance this year 
with 432 yards rushing against 
Rondout Valley last Friday.
3. Spackenkill: The Spartans deserve 
a little credit for trailing Marlboro 
just 14-7 at halftime.

4. Liberty: Can Section 9 Class C 
skip ahead a week? Liberty’s game 
against Chester on Oct. 2 could 
essentially decide the section’s 
regular-season title.
5. Millbrook: The Blazers recovered 
quite nicely from a Week 1 loss to 
Liberty, most recently with a 44-0 
victory over Warrensburg. Millbrook 
remains very much in the running in 
Section 9 Class C.
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Middletown’s Sam Cabrera gets his new mouthpiece form-fitted. The device 
detects the force of hits on the skull. PHOTO PROVIDED


