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Running back’s 3 
TDs spark rout of 
rival Port Jervis
By William Montgomery
Times Herald-Record

MIDDLETOWN — No miracle 
necessary.

Middletown was dominant on 
both sides of the ball and senior 
running back Jordan Bryan ran 
for 316 yards and three touch-
downs on 22 attempts in a 42-0 
win over Port Jervis in the annual 
Erie Bell game on Friday night.

The bell remains in Middletown 
for the third straight season.

“I can’t thank my offensive line 
and my wide receivers enough,” 

B r y a n  s a i d . 
“ T h e y  j u s t 
performed. 
We just have to 

work hard in practice and prepare 
for next week.”

Bryan scored on runs of 12, 66 
and 8 yards, respectively. He 
had 193 rushing yards and two 
touchdowns in the first half as 
the Middies built a 27-point lead 
at the break.

In 2015, Bryan started taking 
direct snaps at halftime as Mid-
dletown rallied for an Erie Bell 
game win on the road. Two years 
ago, Middletown rallied for three 
touchdowns in the final 5:37 
to storm back from a 19-point 
deficit.

There was no drama on Friday 
night as Middletown pulled away 
early for a rare comfortable win 
in this rivalry that dates to 1897.

“It feels good that we didn’t 
have to fight as hard in the last 
minutes of the game,” Bryan 
said. “We got our starters rest 
and we got our second team in 
there.”

Middletown holds the all-time 
series lead 73-58-7.

Senior wide receiver Alex 
Galarza scored the game’s open-
ing touchdown on a 37-yard 
inside handoff run in the first 
quarter. He caught a 31-yard 
pass with 46 seconds remain-
ing in the first half for his second 
touchdown of the game.

Junior Tajh Ali scored on a 

43-yard run on the second play 
of the fourth quarter to cap the 
scoring for Middletown. Ali made 
four extra-point attempts and 
senior quarterback Shane Rosa 
ran in a 2-point conversion.

Bryan,  Rosa,  senior Ben 
Wall and senior Horace Duke 
intercepted a pass each for Mid-
dletown. Port Jervis was limited 
to 51 yards rushing.

Port Jervis quarterbacks Jake 
Stanzl and Branden Roesch, who 
entered in the fourth quarter, 
passed for 51 yards apiece.

Port Jervis (1-1) travels to Sau-
gerties for a Class A game next 
week.

Middletown (2-0) heads to 
Newburgh Free Academy on 
Friday night for its first Section 
9 Class AA Division I game of the 
season.

“We just have to prepare,” 
Bryan said. “We didn’t have a 
good game against Newburgh last 
year. On Sunday, it’s back to the 
drawing board and preparing for 

Newburgh and working hard in 
practice.”

After lining up to shake hands 
with the Port Jervis players, the 
Middletown players ran to the 
far corner of the field to pose for 
photos around the Erie Bell. Their 
classmates and friends and family 
cheered on from the stands. The 
Erie Bell isn’t going anywhere.

“It feels good. This feels good,” 
Galarza said, pointing to the 
bleachers. “It feels good to make 
them happy. We’re happy and 
coach (Bill) Donohue is happy. 
This was a good win.”

Bryan, Middies retain Erie Bell 

MIDDLETOWN 42
PORT JERVIS 0
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LEFT: Jordan 
Bryan, who 
would run 
for 316 yards 
and three 
touchdowns, 
works his 
way past 
Port Jervis’ 
Abner Padin 
en route to 
a big gain 
in the third 
quarter of 
Middletown’s 
42-0 win on 
Friday night. 
BELOW: 
Port Jervis’ 
Abner Padin 
is stopped by 
Middletown’s  
Adonis Mor-
reno (31) and 
Jordan Bryan 
(48) in the 
third quarter. 
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“I can’t thank my offensive 
line and my wide receivers 
enough. They just 
performed. We just have 
to work hard in practice 
and prepare for next week.”
--Jordan Bryan, Middletown 
senior running back


