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Students

SUBJECT: SUICIDE

The suicide of a student has an extremely disturbing effect on students, school personnel
and members of the local community. Unfortunately, there has been a significant increase in the
number of adolescents who choose suicide as a way to resolve their problems. According to
national statistics, suicide is the third leading cause of death among young people.

It is the policy of the Board to enact clear guidelines for prevention, intervention and post-
intervention of suicide, reflecting the District's concern for this serious mental health issue.
Accordingly, the Board directs the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee(s) to incorporate
suicide prevention into the curriculum so as to educate students about counseling and other
intervention options, without glamorizing suicide.

In addition, District personnel who obtain information or make personal observations
tending to indicate that a particular student may be having suicidal thoughts are expected to
promptly report any such information and/or observations to the District’s counseling staff, who
in turn shall notify the student’s parent or guardian and shall make referral, as necessary, to
appropriate counseling resources within and outside the District.

It is the Board’s further desire to assure that school counselors and other personnel who are
involved with suicide prevention and intervention have access to training and professional
development regarding this problem. To the greatest extent possible, the Superintendent or
Superintendent’s designee(s) shall foster interagency cooperation to enable school personnel to
access appropriate resources to address the growing problem of adolescent suicide.

The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee(s) shall establish a District crisis
intervention team whose members shall be charged with responsibility for developing a suicide
response plan to be deployed in the event that a student who is enrolled in the District attempts
suicide or tragically, commits suicide. This response plan will be integrated into the existing
school safety plan. The plan will include procedures for intervening to help other students and
the school community cope with the aftermath of a student suicide or suicide attempt.

Suicide prevention will be incorporated into the curriculum to make students aware of this
growing problem. This will be done in a manner so as not to glamorize the situation but to
educate students in regard to this policy. The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee(s)
shall be responsible for informing staff of regulations and procedures pertaining to suicide
prevention, intervention, and post-intervention.
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