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Regents chancellor praises M’'town

Tisch calls schools ‘first-rate’

BY HEATHER YAKIN
Times Herald-Record

MIDDLETOWN — The chancellor of
the state Board of Regents came
to tour the Middletown schools
Thursday because she was invit-
ed. Before she left, she declared
Middletown a model district.

Chancellor Merryl Tisch’s
praise was for the focus on liter-
acy, the arts programs, the teach-
er training and educational part-
nerships, the school’s ambitious
technology initiatives — and the
way they work together.

“It’s all about attention to detail,
which separates the good from
the great,” Tisch said, calling the
district “first-rate, well-run” and
an example for others. She’s plan-
ning to return soon with the state
education commissioner.

The tour, with Superintendent
Ken Eastwood and other admin-
istrators, started at Mechanic-
stown Elementary. Tisch, a for-
mer first-grade teacher, watched
Anna Agnello teaching literacy
sKills to her third-graders for a
few minutes, and then sat down
to chat with Agnello and a read-
ing group.

Agnello, a second-year teacher,
talked about the district’s one-on-
one mentor-intern program for

new teachers. She worked with
a veteran teacher, and they ob-
served each other’s classes for in-
put and insight: “Lots of support
and guidance, which I don’t think
a lot of other districts have,” Ag-
nello said.

Afterward, Tisch praised Ag-
nello’s grasp of teaching literacy,
and the way she treated a special-
needs student in a general educa-
tion environment.

“She’s a great teacher,” Tisch
said.

Tisch met with an assembly of
training staff. Elizabeth Hluch-
an, director of the Teacher Cen-
ter, spoke about the district’s
relationships with regional col-
leges for recruitment and train-
ing, including master’s degree
programs.

Mentor-Intern program coordi-
nator Robin Geiger spoke about
the district’s dedication to hir-
ing and keeping teachers. The
teachers feel supported, she said,
which benefits students and can
help keep good teachers in the
district.

“We’re all working together
for one reason: To improve stu-
dent achievement,” said Richard
Del Moro, director of secondary
education.
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Merryl Tisch, right, chancellor of the New York state Board of Regents, talks with a student in a third-
grade inclusion class Thursday at Mechanicstown Elementary School, taught by Anna Agnello, left.

Eastwood said the district
has made great strides dur-
ing the past five years - and
the goal for the next five years
is to prepare students for col-
lege and the workplace of the
future.

Mike Tuttle, the district’s tech-
nology director, and consultant
Mike Ladd from Cisco Systems
told Tisch about the district’s
technology - electronic white
boards, computers, and plans to
incorporate other technology and

Cisco computerized phones to
vastly improve communication
in the district.

“I am blown away by the use of
resources,” Tisch said afterward.
“It is this full integration which
produces results.”
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